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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 13529 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, NATO, GW 

SUBJECT: MBFR: CDU/CSU OPPOSITION ATTACKS "U.S. PRESS 
LEAKS" 

REF: (A) STATE 184990, (B) BONN 13500 

1. SEVERAL NATIONAL GERMAN NEWSPAPERS-DIE WELT, 

THE FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU, THE SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
AND THE GENERAL ANZEIGER— HAVE CARRIED EXTENSIVE 
REPORTS OF SEPT 18 PRESS CONFERENCE OF CDU/CSU 
OPPOSITION DEFENSE SPOKESMAN MANFRED WOERNER, WHO 
SEVERELY CRITICIZED THE U.S. FOR LEAKING SECRET ALLIED 
MBFR NEGOTIATION PROPOSALS. ACCORDING TO THE GERMAN 
PRESS REPORTS, WOERNER SAID THESE ALLEGED AMERICAN 
ACTIONS COULD NOT BE "EXCUSED OR JUSTIFIED," EVEN IF 
MOTIVATED BY THE WISH TO COMBAT MANSFIELD PRESSURE IN 
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THE SENATE. WOERNER SAID THE ALLEGED U.S. LEAKS HAD 
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WITHOUT DOUBT DAMAGED NATO, WHOSE UNITY HE SAID WOULD 
BE MADE IMPOSSIBLE IF OTHER ALLIES WERE TO FOLLOW THE 
AMERICAN EXAMPLE. WOERNER ASKED "HOW EXACTLY WOULD IT 
BE POSSIBLE TO HAVE SUCCESSFUL NEGOTIATIONS IF THE 
SOVIET UNION IS INFORMED FROM THE VERY START OF U.S. 

VIEWS". . WOERNER CONTINUES "ONE MUST ASK HIMSELF WHAT 
INTEREST MOSCOW SHOULD HAVE IN NEGOTIATIONS IF THE 
IMPRESSION INCREASINGLY DEVELOPS THAT THE U.S. HAS 
DECIDED ON A TROOP REDUCTION IN ANY EVENT AND INTENDS 
TO USE THE MBFR NEGOTIATIONS ONLY AS A CAMOUFLAGE." 

2. THE GENERAL ANZEIGER FRONT-PAGE REPORT BY WOLF BELT. 
STATES THAT GERMAN GOVERNMENT SOURCES WERE MAINTAINING 
A "RESTRAINED POSTURE" WHILE PRIVATELY INDICATING 
CONCERN OVER THE PRESS REPORTS. BUT BELL CITES GOVERN- 
MENT SOURCES AS PRIVATELY SHARING WOERNER'S CONCERN 
THAT THE USG WAS LEAKING THE MBFR PROPOSALS TO BEAT 
BACK CONGRESSIONAL PRESSURE. TO PRESS EUROPEAN PARTNERS 
TO ACCEPT U.S. PROPOSALS, AND TO BRING BONN UNDER 
PRESSURE IN THE CURRENT OFFSET NEGOTIATIONS. BELL ALSO 
CITES GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSITION SOURCES AS BEING 
CONCERNED OVER ALLEGED U.S. READINESS TO DROP THE 
CONCEPT OF "BALANCE" IN NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE SOVIETS. 

3. THE WELT STORY BY VON RAVEN ADDS FURTHER DETAILS 
TO PREVIOUS GERMAN PRESS REPORTS. IN PARTICULAR, RAVEN 
REPORTS ON U.S./U.K. DISPUTE OVER COMMON CEILING/COMBAT 
CAPABILITY STANDARD AND GERMAN DESIDERATA CONCERNING 
LINKAGE BETWEEN THE TWO PHASES OF THE NEGOTIATIONS AND 
THE NATURE OF BUNDESWEHR INCLUSION IN THE PROCESS. 

RAVEN, WHO HAS TRADITIONALLY HAD EXCELLENT DEFENSE 
MINISTRY SOURCES, EMPHASIZES THE FRG WISH TO BE CLEAR 
ON THE MANNER OF BUNDESWEHR INCLUSION FROM THE OUTSET 
OF THE MBFR NEGOTIATIONS. 

4. AS INDICATED REFTEL, FONOFF AND DEFENSE MINISTRY 
OFFICIALS ARE INCREASINGLY DISTRESSED BY THE PROLIFERA- 
TION OF INCREASINGLY DETAILED PRESS REPORTS AND 
INDICATIONS THAT THESE REPORTS ARE BEING CONFIRMED FROM 
WASHINGTON SOURCES. FONOFF MBFR CHIEF RUTH EXPRESSED 
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CONCERN TO EMBOFF SEPT 19 THAT DETAILED PARLIAMENTARY 
QUESTIONS ON PRESS REPORTS WERE BOUND TO FOLLOW SHORTLY 
ON THE HEELS OF OUTSPOKEN PUBLIC CRITICISM BY WOERNER. 

HIT ,T .F.NBR AND 
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